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() GANTZ. WHY AND WHAT?......ccanerz avon speci 
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special full 
coverage feature! 


GANTZ | 


why and what? 
i 


“It could be right 
next door in plain 
daylight without you 
even knowing it.” 

That type of 
disquieting and 
incomprehensible 
atmosphere perme- 
ates Gantz. You may 
think it’s only fiction, 
but...! 


The photo on the left 
shows the veranda of a 
normal apartment in K 
Ward of Yokohama. 
Take a close look at 
the laundry drying out- 
side. There’s no doubt 
that it’s a Gantz suit just 


= sitting out like it was a 

EXISTS! § .«..:. 
= normal outfit! It may be 
hard to believe, but the 


world of Gantz just might 
be reall 


The aparlment in ques 


apariment of Oku-sensei or the editorial staff IF you look again, you'll see boots above the suit 


Perhaps the last mission took place in the rain and 
Gantz suit drying outside "hey needed drying 
the opariment. Looks like We tried to confirm this with the tenant by going 
it doesn’t need to be dried right up to the front door and ringing the bell, but no 
in the shade one answered. We tried hanging out for them, but 
the neighbors got suspicious, and we were forced 
to give up for now. 
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There were newspapers 
stuffed inside the boots. 


In order to squeeze more money for production costs, we experimented with placing advertisements throughout the 
work, but there's still a lack of funds. 





GANTZ ALl-OUT SPECIAL! 





@ GANTZ. WHY AND WHAT? 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! KITTY KAT RICE CAKES! 
This character was created by master artist Hiraya Oku utilizing his full skills, and 
he’s totally ready to give out merchandising rights in return for money to produce 
Gantz. However, a market survey turned up an existing product called Nyan Nyan 
Nyanko, showing the fierce competition faced by those looking to enter the cat- 
themed-product market. Alll offers, whether they be from large companies or small 
family-owned businesses, are being considered. 


Editorial staff phone number: 03- 3230-6222 


(it grates after a while, meow meow meow) 


There are a lot of mysteries surrounding Gantz 
and the aliens, but many things about our 
Protagonist Kurono Kei are unclear as well. 
One especially curious mystery is why he 
lives by himself in the Hibari-so apartments 
even though he’s only in high school, It's 
even stranger because in a flashback scene 
{in chapter 14), we see a brick apartment 
building where supposedly his family lives a 
normal life. 
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Kato and his brother have 
lost their parents and now 
live with the family of their 
mom’s sister. Kato is tall be- 
cause he adheres to a sim- 








A PEEK AT THE 


KURONO 
HOUSEHOLD 


Kurono seems 
quicker on 
his feet than 
Kato. Perhaps 
he goes to a 
famous school 
and there 
are no other 
schools of the 
same level 
where his 
family moved. 


ple diet of “one soup, one 
vegetable” (according to 
Hiroya Oku]. Kato does his 
own cooking, but suppos- 
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Kato’s aunt. A good lesson in pie 
How difficult the world canbe. edly isn't very good at it. 





When Kurono calls his mother, she starts right 


He doesn’t par- 
off with “is this about money?” and then hangs 


ticipate in clubs, 
seems dissatisfied 
with school life, 
and doesn’t have 
any friends or even 
a girlfriend. It's 
easy to see why 
he wouldn’t want 
to start all over at 
another school. 


= 


up (chapter 22). This doesn’t seem like a warm, 
loving family. Maybe he's actually adopted 
and they‘re making him live separately from 
everyone else. 
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(THE RABBIT BREAD BAKER 


Oku-sensei has often talked about 
how he’d like to do children’s sto- 
§ ries in the future, and this is a quick 
§ thirty-second drawing of the “Rabbit 
Bread Baker.” 


apartment. Even 
his mailbox has 
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his name, but 


Plot of the rabbit bread baker (tentative): P surely no one 
Usagi Pagu is a boy who's having a hard : thinks he looks 
time fitting in at his new school. He has no Etbsaulill peti HF] like a real per- 
friends and often 
cuts class to lay 
traps in empty 
fields. 7 
One day, Pagu { The old man onion had a 
falls into one of ‘ E shopping bag in his hand 
kis own when he came home. But 
jogs. A there’s no way he could 
hand readh- be mistaken for a nor- 
@ out fo help him mal person. One might 
assume that he steals 
the hand of a... . them instead of regular 
shopping 


(seed He really has no more savings because he spent all the money he made on a computer. 
¥ 9 ee i 
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The poster on the wall resembles Jintoku Aroa, 
the heroine from Zero One, but 


It is possible to think of some combination of | and 2, so 
we talked to Oku-sensei to try to find the truth. 


COMPARISON, 
THIS IS THE GANTZ \ “think he was only able to get into a school that was 
APARTMENT. really far from his home. It is true that he doesn’t have 
I's best to just assume that it's ff 2 good relationship with his family. There’s a boy with 
using some empty apartment brown hair in the cell above who’s taller than Kurono. 


without permission 


; It’s his younger brother.” 
Its big. 


(Hiroya Oku) 
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Kurono is reading Young Jump in the first chapter. The 
color cover of this issue is graced by Ayukawa Momo 
(18). “How popular is she? | haven't thought about it. 
Probably enough to make the cover but not enough 
to make regular appearances on TV.” 

(Hiroya Oku) 
Either way, we look forward to great things from this 
idol in the future. 
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Actually, it doesn’t look like he’s reading the Y/ too seriously. 
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This issue sold 20,000 more copies than usval 












& "My sister's the over- 
# achiever, so | can just 
# sit back and do nothing. 

But it’s hard for her. Our 
parents focused their en- 
tire expectations on her, 
3 and it drove her to try 
# suicide. We didn’t get 
F along very well before 
% then, but | started to feel 
sorry for her. Maybe it 
# was all for the good 
@ because it helped bring KISHIMOTO 
our family together.” SHIORT (15) 
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COLORING 


a Oku-sensei really hates cat ears. There was even talk of making an alien with cat ears that would be killed right out of the gate. 
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Before the world 

was created, 

the Word already existed. 
The Word was 

the source of life, 

and this life brought light 
to mankind. 
The light shines 
in the darkness, 
and the darkne; 
has never pu 




















GANTZ/S 


“Are you saying | have to take care of ‘em all on my own?!” 


Sometimes big things come in small packages. And our Gantz 
hero, Kei, might want to consider that in this volume of the frantic 
and weird, angsty and sexy manga by Hiroya Oku. 


Ganitz’s cross between the real 
world of teenage complications 
and the totally sci-fi concept of 
aliens occupying an unwitting 
Earth is a hit with a cross section of 
comics and manga readers. Each 
volume brings new challenges and 
frustrations, and plenty of sex and 
violence. 


It’s a tense adventure, where all 
bets are off and anyone can die 
at any given moment while hunting 
a strange and unpredictable array of 
alien combatants. 


MANGA/SCI-FI/ACTION 
ISBN 978-1-59582-452-3 


| | | 51299> 


781595"824523 | | | 


A FOR MATURE" $12.99 U.S. * 
READERS darkhorse.com _ 
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